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General sought to put everybody in tune for the day's
engagements and enjoyments by turning our thoughts
in upon our own heart's needs, kindling heavenly desires
and making it so dear to everyone that from God and God
alone these needs could be met.
"By this time the grounds began to assume a most
animated appearance. Some thousands had arrived,
and streams of new-comers kept steadily pouring in. Full
soon the firing of the gun recalled us to duty, and the
spacious pandal was filled with Salvationists from end to
end. This time the General was to deliver an address
especially to his Soldiers.
" It was a wise provision which the Major had made in
arranging a sort of signal code of flags for controlling the
unrestrained enthusiasm of that happy crowd. White
flags waving vigorously hushed it to silence, and again,
there was a blue flag which brought us all to prayer. This
arrangement was an undoubted success, notwithstanding
that now and then the signalmen got a little mixed up,
and the wrong flag was used instead of the right one.
"After affording an opportunity for letting off a little
of the surplus spirits of that eager crowd by devoting
.half an hour to testimonies, the General set to work, dealing
faithfully with them as to their duties and responsibilities,
urging them to become the men and women whom God
could use to become the Saviours of their countrymen.
As soon as the invitation was given, some fifty or more
pressed forward to seek cleansing.
" Soon after one o'clock thousands of Hindus began to
arrive on the scene, and preparations were hurried forward
for the great March Past, the forces forming up in a lane
some distance from the field. A grand stand had been
built after the fashion of an Egyptian pyramid with the
apex cut off, so as to afford space on the top for a few chairs
designed for the General and the most distinguished
visitors, with a handsome canopy overhead, as a protection
from the sun. It was built of brick and white-washed,
as was also the band-stand which was, however, raised
on a circular base and surmounted by a flagstaff from which
floated our colours.
" Taking a seat on one of the sloping steps leading to the